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"Ma8seurs.-Only masseurs and medical electricians hold-
ing a certificate from a medical man who is recognised as
a specialist upon the subject are supplied by this Asso-
ciation."
I would fain receive an answer from' Professor Victor

Horsley to the following queries:
I. What is a masseur or medical electrician?
2. Who is to judge as to whether a medical man is recog-

nised as a specialist upon the subject, and why?
3. What right has any medical man to grant certificates on

this subject at all, and by whom was that right conferred?
4. Who conferred the right to supply these certificated

specialists to the public on this Association ?
Sir, I think it is due to Mr. Victor Horsley himself to draw

his attention to this circular, and afford him an opportunity
of explaining matters which to my thinking require a great
deal of explanation, as it seems to me to be another attempt
to enlarge the sphere of illicit practitioners, against which I
for one have already strongly protested.-I am, etc.,
Preston, Nov, 5th. JAMES A. RIGBY.

THE PHYSIQUE OF BOYS ENTERING PUBLIC
SCHOOLS.

SIR,-The publication of your articles on this subject has
brought it into its proper sphere of discussion-namely,
medical circles-and in this sphere I venture to point out
that those who have written on the matter to the daily press
have missed a very important reason why many boys are
found wanting in physique when they enter our public
schools.
The originator of the correspondence says that he finds the

physical condition in which boys enter our public schools to
be much below the normal, and I fully support his testimony.
Like him, too, I think that "from a national point of view
the importance of the facts disclosed is supreme." But my
reason for thinking so differs from his, because I feel that
the nation has cause to rejoice in the possession of institu-
tions in which most of our boys are changed from the rather
puny specimens that they are on their entry into them to the
very fine examples of young manhood that they have become
by the time of their departure from them-a change, in fact,
very much like that of pupa to imago. Had " M.D." put by
the side of his statement of the condition of boys on entry at
13 to 15 years of age one of their condition on departure at I7
to I9, the marked contrast would have been obvious.
Boys between I3 and I5 are not " typically healthy lads";

they have entered upon and are passing through a critical
period of their lives (just as girls do a year or so later)
which, originally a process of physiology, has become con-
verted, possibly by man's inattention to Nature's laws, in
many cases into one of pathology. Both the sexes will later
in life, the females at 47 to 50 and the males at 6o to 63, pass
through another critical period in which they will become
specially liable to disturbance of their health.
Of ioo boys who enter a public school in one September

about twenty will leave before the age of I7 by superannua-
tion; about five will leave early from some physical incapacity;
while about seventy-five will not leave before I7. Of these
seventy-five very few will be found who do not exhibit vigour
of mind and health of body. A good many will have some
degree of varicocele, which does not affect health at all and
which is easily remedied by surgery if destination for the
army or civil service demand its treatment. Albuminuria is
is not at all 'common after 17; from 13 to i6 it is very common
indeed, so common and so harmless as to hardly need regard
unless it indicate Bright's disease or the passage of blood or
pUs from somle part of the urinary tract, which it does only in
the rarest instances at this age; in fact it is mostly cyclic and
determined probably more by imperfect hepatic than renal
functions. Abnormal conditions of the heart, particularly of
the muscles which form the cardiac walls and papillary
columns and which complete the basal ring of the mitral
valve, common enough at puberty, are rarely found after this
is established; and the same holds good for anaemia, for
adenoid 'growths and their complications, for certain " weak
spots" at the apices of the lungs (to which attention is so
often directed by'the I specialist" on entry), for attacks of
migraine; for peritoneal troubles originating in the vermiform

appendix, for catarrhal jaundice, for ligamentous and mus-
cular debility about vertebrte, knee-joints, and plantar arches,
and for the host of other ailments to which boys are peculiarly
liable during puberty and towards the close of the second
dentition; which special liability disappears after the age of
I7, owing in part to the fact of virility being established and
probably in still greater part to the healthy conditions of
mind and body engendered by the moral and physical disci-
plines which make public school life what it is.-I am, etc.,
Charterhouse, Dec. ist. C. W. HAIG BROWN, M.D.

SYPHILIS IN THE ARMY.
SIR,-With regard to the letters on syphilis in the army

which have been appearing in your columns, it would appear
that the commonest cause of aggravated syphilis in tropical
countries has been overlooked-I mean malaria. Racial
intermixture, local concentration of disease, even inefficient
treatment, may perha.ps all play their part in increasing the
severity of the disease, but no one who has any experience at
all of tropical medicine can have failed to note the terrible
enhancement of all the symptoms of the disease, both primary
and secondary, which takes place when it infects one who is
already suffering from malarial cachexia, even in a mild form.
Sores assume a phagedaenic condition, bubos ulcerate, erup-
tions become rupia, and mercury appears to lose half its
virtues; while the sufferer, already debilitated, sinks into a
condition of exhaustion, and unless speedily invalided will
probably die. I am sure that any of your readers who have
had practical experience in India or in other hot countries
will agree that the picture is not overdrawn, and while I
would not for a moment assert that no other agencies are
aggravating syphilis in India, still I believe it will be found
that malaria was also very prevalent in our armies in the
Peninsula, concerning which I think the discussion first aroseb
-I am, etc.,

E. CARRICK FREEMAN,
December 2nd. Capt. R.A.M. C..

A CENTRAL FUND FOR THE SUPERANNUATION OF
POOR-LAW OFFICERS.

SIR,-The amounts deducted from the salaries of Poor-law
officers prove to be, so far, more than sufficient for the
purposes of paying the pensions that have become due; but
although this is satisfactory, the fact that the deductions are
not paid into a central fund causes a considerable excess in
some unions, with a corresponding deficit in others; if the
guardians in the former case apply such funds for the
expenses of the union, they use money which belongs to their
officials; while in the latter case, in order to make up for the
deficit, salaries already insufficient are further reduced. The
present arrangement also acts as a bar to promotion, for
guardians naturally demur to appoint officials, however fitted
for important posts, who might be likely to claim a pension
within a short period.
This seems to be a matter in which the British Medical

Association might join hands with the Poor-Law Officers'
Association, in order to have a central fund established, so
that the present unsatisfactory state of affairs should cease.--
I am, etc.,
December 3rd. W. L.

THE LlVERPOOL PATHOLOGICAL DIAGNOSIS
SOCIETY.

SIR,-I notice in the BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL of Novem-
ber igth a paragraph about the " Liverpool Pathological Dia-
gnosis Society." From this it appears that the only condition
of membership is an annual subscription of half a guinea,
which entitles a member to send as many specimens as he
desires for report. Surely a pathologist is as much a con-
sultant as a physician or surgeon, and as such is entitled to
an adequate fee. We do not expect consulting physicians.
and surgeons to give an unlimited number of consultations.
for half a guinea per annum. Why, then, should a pathologist,
do so ? Societies such as this are doing their best to hinder
the progress of pathology in England, for medical men will
not undergo the special training necessary to make themn
skilled pathologists if they see that there is no hope of their
being able to make a living by it.


